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The Pioneer of Agricultural Development in
Dajia - Mr. Huang Zheng-Dong

Lai, Han-Yang'

Dajia District, located in the coastal region
of western Taiwan, faces challenges from the
northeast monsoon, which limits the area to a
single crop season each year. Despite the difficult
farming environment in this region, there are
individuals who are dedicated to agriculture,
continuously experimenting with crops and new
technologies. One such individual is Mr. Huang
Zheng-Dong.

Mr. Huang, a native of Xiqi Village in Dajia
who grew up in a farming family.During high
school, Mr. Huang attended the Taiwan Provincial
Jhenguo Vocational High School, where he
studied electrical engineering and automation
control. After completing his military service,
he worked as a technician specializing in the
maintenance of metal spectroscopy instruments in
Taichung, a job he continued until he was around
40. After his father passed away, Mr. Huang
returned to Dajia to take care of his mother and
take over the family farming operations.

Upon returning to the farm, Mr. Huang
applied a high level of precision to his work. He
participated in courses organized by the farmer's
association to improve his knowledge of crop
cultivation. He also sought out experts'advice
and attended various training courses, focusing
on crop cultivation and agricultural machinery,
which helped him expand his understanding of
various Crops.

In coastal areas, farming mainly relies on
a single crop season. The second crop season
is typically involves fallow or ratoon rice. In
comparison to other regions, which require
double the farmland to achieve the same yield,
Mr. Huang began with 3 hectares of land and
gradually expanded his operation to 8 hectares.

ASIERTE

With this growth, he began upgrading his
farming equipment, including tractors, tillers, and
circulating dryers.

Believing in the importance of food
safety, Mr. Huang has been producing and
selling organic rice since 2014. To increase the
profitability of the second crop season, he also
started experimenting with growing feed corn,
wheat, buckwheat, soybeans, and sweet potatoes,
hoping to find suitable crops for the coastal
region's second crop season. However, most of
these grains face challenges in harvesting during
the second crop season due to rain, new farming
methods are in need to overcome this issue.

In 2024, Mr. Huang earned second place in
the Dajia District High-Quality Rice competition.
In the future, he plans to continue embracing new
knowledge, focusing on the application of Al in
agriculture, such as plant protection machines
and autonomous farming machinery. He aims to
conduct labor-saving, efficient farming techniques
that will bring new vitality to the agriculture of
the Dajia region and create new opportunities.

' Assistant researcher, Seed and Seedling Management section, Taiwan Seed Improvement and Propagation Station ,MOA
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