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The New Promoter of Sapling and
Ornamental Seedling Production
- Mr. Chen Yan-Ru

HUANG, SHIH-EN'

Rural Nursery is located at Shitan village, Touwu township, Miaoli County, a lesser-
known small place — a nursery garden spanning about 0.9 hectare, primarily dedicated to
produce sapling and ornamental seedlings. In an era when few young people are willing to
devote himself to seedling nursery industry, it’s commendable that someone still persist in
promoting sapling and ornamental seedling production. This nursery, named Rural Nursery, is

managed by Mr. Chen Yan-Ru.

' Contract assistant rescarcher,Seed and seedling production section, Taiwan seed improvement and propagation
station, MOA

2024.09 fHE R No.127 27



Pl 1 i &

Mr. Chen Yan-Ru, a native of Shitan village, developed an interest in agriculture and crop
production when his young due to growing up in a farming family.He has have decided to pursue
a career in agriculture sine his elementary school day. A few years later, he studied agricultural
economics in National Miao-Li Agricultural and Industrial Vocational High School, then
interned at ‘Taida Horticultural  a well-known orchid company in Changhua County. He
raised the idea of staring his own business related to seedling production upon graduation. At the
beginning, he attempted to import and sell pine and cypress seeds and seedlings from abroad.
Soon, he encountered many hurdles such as complicated import certifications. Even though
much effort were paid, he had to give up this thoughts and eventually decided to establish his

own nursery ~Rural Nursery .

Looking back on the early days of his career, Mr. Chen recalls his efforts to understand
the production of sapling and ornamental seedlings in every aspect. He frequently visited the
farmers, experts, and teachers in this field to consult with about the processes of seed sowing,
cultivation, propagation, and even marketing. Mr. Chen told us, as the nursery business
beginning he propagated 0.15 hectare of Michelia (Magnolia compressa) seedlings. However,
it took 6-7 years before they were sold out. He realized that ornamental seedlings with truck
diameters over 5 to 10 centimeters are not popular in market. Hence, he chooses 3 to 8 inch pot

of seedlings as main product until now.

Currently,the Rural Nursery could offer around 60 varieties of sapling and ornamental
seedlings, primarily supplying. the central and northern regions of Taiwan. In recent years,as the
government has been promoting the planting of native tree species for environmental friendly
and net zero emission issue, Mr. Chen has been actively collecting and propagating native
seedlings. It is believed that with Mr. Chen’s hard workthe Rural Nursery will soon play a

greater role in the domestic seedling nursery industry in the near future.
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