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The Maverick’s Bitter Melon Kingdom: Ming
Fu Seedlings, led by Huang Sheng Zeng.

Lin San—Fu'

With a robust and cool appearance, Huang
Sheng Zeng, known by his online alias ‘New Moon,’
is the second-generation successor of Ming Fu
Seedlings, the largest vegetable seedling farm in
Pingtung,

The rumbling machinery operates tirelessly,
smoothly executing automated operations on the
production line—simultaneously filling soil and
sowing seeds into trays that incessantly rotate and
dispatch. Situated in Nan-cho, Pingtung, Ming Fu
Seedlings may appear modest with its 1.3-hectare
nursery, yet it serves as a crucial production hub,
commanding 80% of Taiwan’s market share for bitter
melon seeds and seedlings. Catering to farmers across
Taiwan, these bitter melon seedlings cover over
1,000 hectares of cultivation, contributing to more
than two-thirds of the total bitter melon production
in the Taiwanese market. Imagine, decades ago, the
Huang family diligently undertook a seemingly low-
profit endeavor that others overlooked. From the first
generation with Huang Rui Xiong’s entrepreneurial
beginnings to the second generation with Huang
Sheng Zeng’s leadership, within just two generations,
they transformed into the renowned bitter melon
seedling farm across Taiwan.

During his service period as the head of
the “‘Vegetable Production and Marketing Class,’
Sheng Zeng has repeatedly been honored with the
national outstanding production and marketing class
award. He was also selected as the 30th ‘National
Model Farmer’ and as one of the ‘Top 100 Young
Farmers’ by the Council of Agriculture, Executive
Yuan. Recently, he was elected as the President of
the Pingtung County Young Farmers’ Association,

assuming the role of a leading figure among young
farmers in southern Taiwan. Leveraging his extensive
network and fervor, he assists young farmers
in resolving agricultural issues while balancing
corporate social responsibility. Sheng Zeng, in a
heartfelt and sincere manner, states: “The employees
who have devoted decades of hard work alongside
Ming Fu are the cornerstone of our present success. |
feel compelled to create a place where they can find
security and livelihood.” Therefore, he aids middle-
aged and elderly employees in acquiring relevant skill
sets or transitioning to alternative work environments
to address challenges arising from temporal and
spatial changes in their job requirements.

Brimming with a passion for the land and
inheriting the cultural legacy of agriculture, honed
through years of experience and technical expertise,
Sheng Zeng has become an instrumental figure
behind local farming communities. His unwavering
enthusiasm and perseverance are truly commendable.
He steadfastly asserts, ‘It’s not just about Ming
Fu being good; it’s about disseminating methods
that make Ming Fu better throughout the entire
agricultural supply chain. Only then can we drive
improvements in Taiwan’s overall agriculture and
societal environment!” Besides his involvement in
seedling production, during leisure moments, he
pursues further education to enhance knowledge and
skills, seeking breakthroughs and innovations. He
imparts practical cultivation techniques and skills to
young farmer association members, combining local
and professional agricultural advantages to deeply
cultivate the agricultural kingdom of maverick in
Nan-cho, Pingtung.

" Associate Technician, Industrial service Section. Taiwan Seed Improvement and Propagation Station, MOA.
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