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Mr. Zhu and his bromeliads
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"Freeforest,; The Bromeliads Farm -Mr. Zhu

HUANG, SHI-EN" ~ WEI,SHENG-CHUNG?”* CHEN,HSUEH-WEN?

Freeforest, hidden in the mountain of Lugu Township, Nantou County, is a little farm
that grows bromeliads. Sometimes the place is filled with bright sunshine, and sometimes
it is surrounded by cloud and fog. Even though it could not be considered as a place with
singing birds and fragrant flowers, the environment there is indeed silent and pleasant. A
group of young lads, loving nature and plants, gathered together here to seeking for their
dream of bromeliads, and Mr. Zhu is one of them.

Mr. Zhu goes into the job immediately after graduating from college. More than ten
years ago, he and his partners got to know each other because of the hobby of bromeliads.
Because the plants are not popular in Taiwan at that time, the information about new
species, hybrids, different cultural methods, and landscape images from overseas could
only be shared by the collectors. However, there is a common pity to them—why the long
popular plants in foreign countries are lack of interest in Taiwan. It's not only difficult to
obtain, but the prices of some varieties (lines) are too expensive. Therefore, an idea has
taken shape gradually in their mind: “How could we let these colorful bromeliads be absent
in the well-developed horticulture industry in Taiwan?” At the call of Mr. Zhu, a few collectors
and classmates decided to start their journey in Lugu Township and to make bromeliads
officially put down roots in Taiwan. Just like all the other startups, Freeforest also had their
ups and downs. Besides from regular funding and other issues, it was the technical problem
that troubled them the most. Bromeliads are originally from tropical area, which leads to the
tardy growth of the plants in Taiwan. Unlike other subtropical plants, bromeliads need more
care and equipment to nurse. Several years have passed unconsciously, and these young
lads are still working hard in promoting bromeliads to the community. In addition to internet
advertisements, they also hold popup lectures and exhibitions at traditional flower markets
and schools around Taiwan, allowing people to have a direct contact to the plants.

Through marketing over the past few years, the visibility of various bromeliads is
higher and higher in Taiwan. More and more horticulture dealers are setting foot in planting
and promoting the plants alongside with Freeforest. Mr. Zhu appreciates the efforts that
have been made by all the collectors and hopes the bromeliads that are ‘made in Taiwan’
will be seen around the world one day.
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