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A passionate breeder of nobile-type dendrobium,
Mr. Lai Ching Lung, Ling Shin Fang Orchid

KUO, Lan-Ting'

Nobile-type dendrobium is elegant in color, diverse in flowers, and some of them even
exude a light, elegant fragrance. It is a relatively new orchid crop with potentials in economic
cultivation in Taiwan. The flowering season of Nobile-type dendrobium is February to April
in Taiwan and it was also called ‘spring’dendrobium in Chinese. Although it has been more
than a decade for promoting Nobile-type dendrobium in Taiwan, but it has not yet developed
in a large-scale industry. One of the key reasons was that most varieties were imported from
Japan and other countries which could not fully adapt to Taiwan’s climate. It is needed to breed
excellent varieties of our own, so that we can seek the advantage of Taiwan in the competitive
international market. However, nowadays people are striving for quick profits rather than sparing
no expense and efforts to breed new varieties. Mr. Lai Ching Lung was an exception who
committed himself to Nobile-type dendrobium breeding for almost 30 years.

Mr. Lai grew up in a farm family. In his teens, he became interested in ’planting flowers’.

But when he was young, he worked in the printing industry. Until he found his health
was affected by chemicals, he decided to change his career to become a grower as well as
a breeder of orchids in 1993. Soon, in 1994, he won the first prize in an exhibition held in the
Shilin Official Residence. Since then, he has won numerous awards and his passion of breeding
never fails. When he was asked why did he choose Nobile-Type dendrobium ? Mr. Lai said with
a smile that it was simply the beauty of it.

Since 2003, Mr. Lai began to register his hybrid with the Royal Horticultural Society (RHS),
until today there have been more than 100 hybrids he created. Besides Nobile-type dendrobium,
Mr. Lai also possess experiences and interests in other orchids. He won the grand champion
and group champion in Taiwan International Orchid Show in 2013 and 2016 respectively.

When people marveled at the beautiful flowers that he had made in his hands, he always
said humbly that it was just because the climate of Shinshe was suitable for those flowers. He
also claimed that what he did was only picking the parents which he believed were excellent to
hybrid and then wait and to see what offsprings would get. Every year, Mr. Lai would make 30-
40 crosses on average, sometimes may up to 70 crosses. His breeding objective is to breed
new verities of Nobile-type dendrobium which can overcome the limitations of short flowering
period per year and short flower longevity.

Breeding has played a big part in Mr. Lai Ching Lung’s life. He said it is totally worth it. He
engaged at work which he is really interested in. His Persistence, passion and perseverance in
breeding orchids would eventually create a brand new page for Taiwan's dendrobium. Someday,
‘Lai Ching Lung’ will become a synonymous of ‘excellent dendrobium variety of Taiwan’.

! Taiwan Seed Improvemenat and Proapagation Station, plant breeding and variety protection section
Associate Researcher
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