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Mr. Lin Chichih-The driving force for papaya
seedlings and ornamental flowers

Ling, Hong Zong'

There is a well-known papaya seedling
farm called Yu-Lin Gardening Near the
Zhongpu Interchange in Chiayi County.
The farm was established in 1984 and has
supplied the papaya seedlings of Tai Nong
No. 2 with an annual production amount of
nearly 300,000. Farmers who need papaya
seedlings must order from him in advance;
otherwise, they will not be able to buy them
in time. Farm owner Mr. Lin Chichih and his
staff have engaged in the production of papaya
seedlings and ornamental flowers for more
than 30 years, and they are familiar with the
story about the papayas of Tai Nong No. 2,
amazed at how this variety accounts for 90%
of the market in Taiwan and has been able to
maintain the competition of papaya industry
for a long time.

Farmers are most afraid of papaya virus
disease, so most papaya are planted in nets to
prevent aphids from spreading the virus and

causing infection. In order to produce healthy

A Mr. Lin Chichih’s papaya seedling farm

papaya seedlings, Mr. Lin developed the
tissue culture method for papaya Tai Nong No.
2 seedlings. He first looked for good parent
strains planted by farmers in the fields, then
took the tip of the shoot to Taiwan Agriculture
Research Institute, COA (TARI) for virus
testing and propagated the explants by tissue
culture after they were confirmed to be virus-

fire. Hardening treatments of the seedlings and

! Assistant rescarcher,Pingtung seed and seedling research center, Taiwan Seed Improvement and Propagation

Station, COA
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plants should also be carried out before they
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were sold wholesale to farmers for planting.

In recent years, Mr. Lin has shifted his
focus to breeding Bougainvillea, a kind of
ornamental flower. At present, the propagation
method of Bougainvillea in the market is
mostly cutting propagation because it is
hard to get viabe seeds of Bougainvillea.
Nevertheless, Mr. Lin’s passion has led him
to find a few seed-bearing bougainvillea
parent strains among hundreds of varieties
and use them as parents for cross breding.
He then hand-pollinated them to get tens
of thousands of seeds, sowed the seedlings,
selected offspring with unusual colors, purified
them, and applied for breeders’ rights to the
Agriculture and Food Agency.

Mr. Lin’s way of naming Bougainvillea
is unique. Inspired by the Nine Offspring
of the Dragon, he named the first species

“Bougainia-Bixi,” for which he applied
for breeders’ rights. According to Mr.Lin,
this kind of purple-flowered Bougainia is
characterized by its small, dense leaves, dark
purple bracts, and frequent flowering. When
the flowers are in full bloom, they bloom
all year round, and the leaves can hardly

be seen, which is very ornamental. Mr. Lin
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also said that the current domestic market
for Bougainvillea is too small. Many people
purchase ornamental plants and keep them
on display, not paying attention to pruning
and managing them, resulting in reduced
ornamental value, which is quite a pity.

There are hundreds of varieties of
Bougainvillea that Mr. Lin has selected and
bred. It is believed that shortly, Mr. Lin~ s
selected Bougainvillea will take its place in
the flower market and have the opportunity to

be exported to overseas markets.

A Verification of Lin’s application for breeders’ rights of his
Bougainia-Bixi



