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Fig 1. The picture shows the protagonist of
this article - Mr. Chung-Yung Chuang.

The Breeder of the Most Sought-after Oncidium

variety in Taiwan

‘Apollo’ -Mr. Chung-Yung Chuang

Chih-Hao An*, Ming-Chung Liu?

The Oncidium
& orchid market in
' Taiwan is mainly
dominated by the
"Honey Angel"
variety for export.
However, in recent
years, the "Apollo"
variety has
gradually gained
popularity in the
Japanese market, and the driving force behind this
trend is none other than Mr. Chung-Yung Chuang,
the breeder of the "Apollo" orchid.

Mr. Chuang used to work as a factory worker,
but he became interested in orchid cultivation
after seeing lilies being grown near his workplace.
Through the lily growers, he became acquainted
with tissue culture experts at the Fengyuan Orchid
Garden and realized that there was more profit
to be made from Oncidium cut flowers. In 1996,
Mr. Chuang founded his own orchid garden in
Fengyuan, using 1,940 square meters of farmland
to cultivate mainly the "Gower Ramsey" variety.
He borrowed more than NT$10 million and started
breeding orchids on the rooftop of his home.

During the early stages, things were not very
smooth. Mr. Chuang found that the Oncidium
plants were infected with a virus, which caused
deformities in the flowers and affected the profits
from cut flowers. As a result, he began to focus
on the concept of domestic healthy seedlings and
tissue-cultured seedlings. To expand the cultivation
area, he moved the cultivation site to a 5,880 square
meters of land in Waipu. In 2006, he discovered the
"Honey Angel" variety, which has beautiful flower

shape and color, can yield over 7 branches per cut
flower, and has good water absorption. He initially
experimented with 500 seedlings and 4,000 tissue-
cultured seedlings. Due to the good profits from cut
flowers in 2008-2009, he was able to repay his loan
of over NT$10 million. From 2009 to 2011, the
business was thriving, with Mr. Chuang's personal
annual production reaching 300,000 stems, each
sold for NT$60-70.

Mr. Chuang also realized that the "Honey
Angel” variety might be phased out after a certain
period of time, so he began to look for another
alternative. In 2009, he discovered a mutated strain
of "Honey Angel" in his orchid garden and started
to observe and produce a small number of tissue-
cultured seedlings. He found that the mutated
strain had better color, more flowers, and a longer
vase life. In 2014, he applied for and obtained the
plant variety right for this strain, which he named
"Apollo." He then sought the advice of traders
and started to promote the variety in the Japanese
and international markets. In 2022, "Apollo" cut
flowers reached an export volume of 2 million
stems in Japan, with a price 5 NT dollar higher
than that of "Honey Angel," making it the current
top-selling yellow Oncidium cut flower.

Looking towards the future, Mr. Chuang
hopes that "Apollo™ can move towards improving
the quality of cut flowers, producing healthy
seedlings, controlling the quantity of cut flowers,
ensuring stable quality, and establishing the brand,
so as to successfully establish itself in the Japanese
market. In the long term, he hopes to screen new
yellow flower cut flower varieties for future market
demand, stimulate market purchasing, and expand
international market demand, in order to optimize
the structure of the Oncidium industry.

! Assistant researcher,Plant breeding and variety protection section, Taiwan seed improvement and propagation.
® Researcher, Plant breeding and variety protection section, Taiwan seed improvement and propagation.
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