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Think before you act!
Safeguarding Healthy Strawberry Seedlings
through Rolling Management - Liu
Binghong, Team Leader.

Shiue, Dau Yuan' Chiou, Yan Shun®

Strawberries are renowned for their
unique aroma, delightful taste, and delicate
and fragile nature, giving people a sense of
dreaminess and nobility. The MiaoliDahu area
is known for its suitable climate and fertile
soil, making it famous for producing high-
quality strawberries. During the winter and
spring seasons, many farms in the area offer
strawberry-picking recreational activities,
attracting countless tourists who come from
far and wide. However, it is often overlooked
that farmers in the region are also busy during
the sunny days of summer, meticulously
carrying out strawberry seedling cultivation
step by step. Just like building a house
requires a solid foundation, only healthy and
high-quality seedlings can yield abundant and
luscious fruits in the winter.

Driving along the rugged mountainous
path along the border of Dahu and Sanyi, you
will be greeted with the sight of the Jiang-
Sheng Farm's strawberry seedling nursery.
Approximately 60,000 strawberry seedlings
are nurtured here each year. The farm is owned
by Liu Binghong, who holds a background in
agriculture-related sciences. Over the years,
he has maintained close communication with
agricultural research institutions, dedicating

himself to translating academic knowledge
into practical field operations. He has
introduced emerging pest control materials
and techniques, continuously striving towards
safe and sustainable agriculture.

Based on the concept of the disease
triangle, effectively reducing disease incidence
can be achieved by directly avoiding the
presence of pathogens in the environment. In
recent years, Mr. Liu has been continuously

' Assistant researcher, Seed and seedling Management section. Taiwan Seed Improvement and Propagation Station, MOA.
® Assistant researcher, Seed and seedling testing section. Taiwan Seed Improvement and Propagation Station, MOA.
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producing healthy seedlings using the
improved propagation system of tissue
culture in order to implement this idea. He
mentioned, "Using tissue-cultured seedlings
can reduce the rate of contaminated seedlings.
By obtaining mother plants just before
transplanting, it reduces the manpower needed
to care for the mother plants during the fruiting
period. It also decreases the risk of disease
and pest transmission between seedling fields
and fruit-bearing fields. It is essential to have
rain shelter facilities in the seedbeds to avoid
diseases caused by wind and rain splashing.”
Looking at the large, lush green leaves and
vigorous crowns of the strawberry plants, one
can truly feel his dedicated care for the plants.

Mr. Liu emphasizes that the key to
cultivating healthy seedlings does not lie in
advanced technology, but rather in the steady
implementation of field sanitation. In the
seedling nursery, if diseased plants are found,
they are promptly dug out and sealed in plastic
bags before being removed from the site.
After planting, containers must be thoroughly
disinfected or replaced to prevent diseased
plants from becoming breeding grounds for
pests and even spreading to other seedlings.

In addition, Mr. Liu advocates for the
rotating use of different mechanisms of
chemical pesticides. He states, "Don't rely
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on a single weapon to address complex
issues; accurately identify pests and prescribe
the appropriate treatment." To support this
approach, he conducts frequent field inspections
to observe the dynamics of pest occurrence,
allowing for continuous adjustments
to the pest control strategies as needed.
The saying "unity is strength" is well
demonstrated by Mr. Liu, the leader of the
production and marketing team. He fosters
a strong team spirit by organizing meetings
every month where members can exchange
their experiences. Moreover, he leverages
social media to rapidly share information among
the team. Mr. Liu stated, "As team members
see tangible economic benefits, everyone is
highly committed to precision pesticide use and
comprehensive pest management." Thanks to the
collective efforts and collaboration of the team,
they have been recognized and nominated for
the second IPM Award.

Watching Mr. Liu confidently discussing
his management strategies, we anticipate
that more partners will join in their endeavor
to enhance strawberry quality and improve
the system for producing healthy strawberry
seedlings. They will continue making
significant contributions to sustainable
agriculture and the development of the
strawberry industry in the future.




