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Promoting Coexistence with Ecology, Creating
a Unique Maya Cocoa Farm — Qiu Wun-Neng

Wu Ying—Min'

The year-round warm climate in Pingtung
makes it an ideal place for cocoa cultivation,
with approximately 300 hectares of land
dedicated to cocoa cultivation, mainly in the
townships of Neipu, Changzhi, Zhutian, and
Wanluan. Among them, the "Maya Farm"
located in Changzhi Township, Pingtung
County, is quite distinctive. There are no fancy
decorations or luxurious environments in the
farm, only the rich aroma of cocoa. Managed
in a manner that emphasizes all-day sunshine
and ecological coexistence, the farm is a
charming compound cocoa farm, full of the
enthusiasm of its owner, Mr. Qiu Wun-Neng, for
environmentally friendly practices and the cocoa
industry. In recent years, it has also integrated
food and agricultural education to educate more
learners about local agriculture, correct dietary
lifestyles and the cultural significance it forms,
as well as the impact of agricultural and dietary
practices on the ecological environment.

Originally a civil servant, Mr. Qiu became
involved in agriculture during his spare time in
his career. He initially transformed idle pig pens
into areas for crop processing and recreation, and
cultivated surrounding land for crops. Initially
attempting to cultivate osmanthus for perfume,
which did not survive, he later tried cocoa
cultivation upon recommendation from friends.
With a tentative attitude, cocoa grew well.
Although the initial cultivation had low value for
about 2-3 years, cocoa trees produce beans with
high commodity value after 4-5 years of growth,
and the yield increases year by year, peaking
around 25-30 years with proper management.
Through this experience, he truly fell in love
with the cocoa industry and joined the ranks of
cocoa farmers in Pingtung after retirement.

Mr. Qiu said, "During the initial 7-8 years

of cocoa cultivation, many problems were
encountered in the growth process, such as cocoa
seedlings coming from various places (impurities),
resulting in uneven growth, and cocoa seeds
germinating inside the fruit during winter or rainy
seasons. Expert consultation was sought to solve
these problems, such as cocoa variety improvement
and selection of varieties that do not germinate
inside the fruit." From this 7-8 year experience in
cocoa cultivation, Mr. Qiu realized the importance
of cocoa varieties and their adaptability to local
conditions, which directly affects the key to cocoa
tree growth and yield. After mastering this key
aspect, he focused on the quality requirements of
cocoa beans, hoping to achieve a balance between
quality and quantity. In recent years, suitable local
strains have been gradually selected from different
seedlings, while maintaining genetic diversity
through seedlings to cope with the challenges and
hazards of climate change such as temperature,
rainfall, and pests and diseases. In addition, high-
quality cocoa seedlings are reproduced locally
and sold to farmers in need, with the mindset of
fostering the improvement of the cocoa industry,
which led to the birth of Maya Farm.

To make more people understand cocoa,
efforts are made to share the production
process of cocoa beans, which produce
different levels of flavor characteristics with
the seasons. In order to convey from planting
cocoa trees to making chocolate (from
planting, fermentation to finished products
are all completed in the same area), Mr. Qiu
insist on planting cocoa in a natural and safe
manner, and give chocolate its unique terroir
characteristics. Although Maya Farm does not
attract many tourists, it is suitable for friends
who enjoy nature and seek a tranquil cocoa
experience away from the hustle and bustle.

! Assistant researcher, Linluo Branch Station, Taiwan Seed Improvement and Propagation Station, MOA.
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