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Selfless Dedication~ from "Chairman"
to professional agricultural producer

Hong, ying suei'

Puli, an important agricultural production
area in central Taiwan, experiences improved
transportation convenience thanks to the national
highway, which shortens driving distances.
Upon arriving in Puli, one can observe the vast
cultivation of various crops, most of which supply
the central and northern regions of the country.

Professional farmer Mr. Liu Zanhe, who
specializes in production colored peppers,
cucumbers and other vegetables. The Green
peppers, colored bell peppers and other
vegetables are planted in the greenhouse in
the summer season. Mr. Liu Zanhe, who
has obtained the Shennong Award, a Youth
Agricultural Counselor, and a school lecturer,
did not major agriculture. By chance, he entered
the agricultural field and began cultivating
colorful bell peppers in Puli. He also received
guidance from the Council of Agriculture in the
early stage. When asked why he started growing
bell peppers, he said, "Because I planted colored
peppers well from the beginning, wherefore
other producers asked me to help them grow
such high-priced vegetables. " This opened the
door to grow solanaceous crops.

Mr. Liu Zanhe is also as the leader of the
production and marketing team. He built the
greenhouse and the nutrient solution pipelines by
him self. These were designed with ventilation
facilities and equipped with sprays, fans for
cooling. He also developed equipment such as a
fixed spring automatic irrigation system to supply
nutrient solutions for peppers and cucumbers. The
system can produce vegetables whole year which
transported to the northern wholesale market
for auction. Each batch of produce must pass
pesticide inspection before being sold, and the
products must have a production history stamp.
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Colored peppers are cultivated on 1,112
hectares of land in Taiwan, with the largest
planting area located in Nantou County. Mr.
Liu's colored pepper seedlings are imported
by agents from Israel, the Netherlands and
other regions. The cost of the seedlings
is comparable to that of grafted tomato
seedlings. The Solanaceae vegetables are now
grown on a total of about 3 hectares of land,
with a manpower of 5 people. This peculiar
management method of the greenhouse is
labor-efficient, helping reduce manpower
needs in vegetable production.

In addition to managing their own farm
production, Mr. Liu served as a lecturer for
courses such as Bird Camp, Gardener, Farmer
College, and Food and Agriculture Education,
selflessly shared his own cultivation experience
and mentor other agricultural practitioners.
However, he has reduced his teaching activities
due to aging. He earnestly advised " When
the government subsidizes the construction of
greenhouses, such as steel greenhouse equipment,
which are relatively high-priced, it would be
beneficial to provide supporting measures, such
as offering subsidies based on course certification,
to ensure practitioners have the necessary
skills. This would help young farmers enhance
economic benefits, boost confidence, and increase
enthusiasm for careers in agriculture. "

! Assisant researcher, Technical research and development section Taiwan seed improvement and propagation station, MOA
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