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Seedlings in Hand, Fragrance in Heart -
Master of Rice Foundation Seed Cultivation,
Chairman Chen Rui-Ming

Ju-Ling Lin, Yi-Hang Tseng, Yen-Hsin Chiu

In Wufu Village of Wufeng District,
Taichung City, waves of golden rice sway
gently across the fields. This land has long
been a stable rice-producing area with two
annual cropping seasons and plays a vital
role as a contract production zone for the
renowned "Wufeng Fragrant Rice". Behind
these fertile paddies stands a dedicated master
in rice seedling cultivation-Chairman Chen
Rui-Ming-who has spent nearly five decades
safeguarding the genetic purity and quality
consistency of rice varieties.

Chairman Chen began farming at the

age of 17. In the early days, rice transplanting

was done manually, forcing farmers to bend

oo @ &

over and walk backward under the scorching
sun or in pouring rain-an extremely strenuous
task. In 1976, when the Agricultural and
Forestry Department promoted agricultural
mechanization, he made a bold decision to
enter the rice seedling industry. He recalls that
in the early days of mechanical transplanting,
few believed in its potential. Many doubted
he would last more than two years-until one
day, an 80-year-old elder offered him words of
encouragement: "Child, keep going. One day
we will all grow old, and we'll have to rely on
machines." That simple sentence became the
driving force behind his unwavering dedication.

He diligently experimented with root-

Figure 1. Chairman Chen with his large agricultural machinery
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binding techniques, exploring ways to cultivate
seedlings with strong, healthy root systems that
could form a solid mat-ready to be rolled up
and used for machine transplanting. "The most
difficult things are often the most worthwhile,"
he says. "When the seedlings are neatly lifted
from the nursery and transplanted into the field
in uniform rows, the sense of achievement
born from overcoming challenges has become
one of the proudest and most unforgettable
memories of my life."

Today, the "Wufu Rice Seedling Nursery"
operated by Chairman Chen has become the
largest seedling cultivation base in the Wufeng
area. It produces approximately 120,000
seedling trays during the first cropping season
and about 100,000 trays during the second
season. The main rice varieties cultivated are
Tainong No. 71 and Tainan No. 11, making
the nursery the most reliable local supplier of
rice seedlings.

Due to his longstanding dedication to the
industry and his enthusiastic service, he was
elected chairman of both the Taichung Rice
Seedling Association and the Agricultural
Machinery Cultivation Services Association.
He also served as chairman of a federation
representing 14 counties and cities. Despite
all these positions being unpaid, he remains
hands-on and committed, always willing to
give back to the farming community.

In addition to his wealth of hands-on
experience, Chairman Chen remains a lifelong
learner. He actively participates in courses

offered by agricultural research stations and the

Farmers' Academy, and he generously shares
his practical knowledge with fellow trainees.
His teaching is widely praised, with many
saying, "No one explains things as clearly and
honestly as Chairman Chen!" In 2015, he won
the Wufeng Fragrant Rice Championship. He
emphasizes that producing premium-quality
rice requires a deep understanding of varietal
characteristics, precise management of weather
and water, as well as the same care one would
give to raising children. He firmly believes that
with proper cultivation practices, Taiwan-grown
rice is every bit as good as Japanese rice, thanks
to the excellent conditions of the Wufeng region.

Over the years, Chairman Chen has
remained dedicated to the multiplication and
propagation of foundation and certified seeds
for rice. He has not only improved weed
management in seed fields but also gained in-
depth knowledge of the traits of each variety.
From one end of the field to the other, he
meticulously removes off-types and foreign
plants by hand to ensure the genetic purity of
the seed stock-a process that may seem tedious
but is actually the result of accumulated
experience and wisdom.

He highly affirms the importance of
Taiwan's three-tier rice seed propagation
system, considering it the cornerstone for
maintaining varietal purity and ensuring
industry stability. Without a tiered seed
multiplication and inspection framework,
the market would be flooded with mixed
or impure varieties, undermining both rice

quality and brand trust.
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However, with the aging population of
foundation seed growers and a lack of younger
successors, Chairman Chen acknowledges the
increasing difficulty in managing foundation
seed fields-tasks that require substantial labor
and time. He emphasizes that unless the current
three-tier propagation system undergoes
continuous review and adaptive improvements
aligned with real-world production conditions,
existing incentive measures such as field setup
subsidies and certified seed bonuses will no
longer suffice to attract young farmers into this
critical stage of seed production

With the shift in consumer rice-eating
habits, the number of rice seedling nurseries
in recent years has sharply declined-from over
1,200 at its peak to only 500 to 600 today.
Chairman Chen points out that as agricultural
labor becomes increasingly scarce, the
government has introduced subsidy programs for
small-scale agricultural machinery. However, if
key equipment such as seedling loader machines

and paper pot transplanters could be included

in the subsidy coverage, it would significantly
reduce labor demands and improve operational
efficiency across the seedling cultivation sector.

When asked about his relationship with
rice, he smiled and said, "It's my lifelong
companion." From youthful ambition to
a lifetime of devotion, rice has been his
enduring passion. "There were times I thought
about giving it up," he admitted, "but I simply
couldn't let go. My knowledge and emotions
are deeply rooted in this work."

For the staff of the Taiwan Seed
Improvement and Propagation Station
conducting field inspections and laboratory
sampling, each visit is not just a routine task-
it is a once-in-a-lifetime encounter with a true
master of the craft. In Chairman Chen, we see a
profound love and unwavering commitment to
both the land and the rice varieties he protects.
His persistence affirms our belief: As long as
there are people willing to dedicate their lives
to safeguarding a single good seed, the future

of Taiwanese rice will remain bright.

Figure 2. Chairman Chen performing rice seeding operations
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